INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
For we are the people and
We'll occupy the land
In spite of the Carnegies*
Or Pinkerton's brigands.
Linked as it was with a tide of indignation against
corporate control of government, a tide that had been
steadily rising for years, Homestead inevitably became
the focal issue in the presidential contest of 1892 be-
tween Benjamin Harrison and Grover Cleveland. Re-
publican leaders recognized the peril to their party.
They thought that Carnegie, always an eager recipient
of political favor, should, in common gratitude, force
Frick to settle the strike. The G. O. P. looked upon
Andy as a tried and true friend. His contributions in
1888 had been heavy and spontaneous. He had wired
the victorious Harrison: "The people know a good thing
when they see it." Andy also knew a good thing. The
Fifty-first Congress had given him all the protection
he asked for and increased his profits fifty per cent.
Harrison and Whitelaw Reid, his running mate, con-
sidered that now was the time for a little reciprocity.
Reid appealed directly to Carnegie. Reid himself, after
fifteen years of stubborn opposition, had bent his bour-
bon knee to Typographical Union Number 6 (Big Six)
and permitted the mechanical departments of his news-
paper, the New York Tribune, to be unionized.
Frick first learned of Reid's intervention through
these cables from Carnegie:
Rannoch, July 28th, 1892.
We have telegram from Tribune Reid through
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